
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” (Mt 3:2). To repent is to have a change 

of heart. We turn from rebellion away from God … to obedience toward him. Imagine a world 

where humanity listened to God and obeyed him. 

Would our materialistic culture survive if we lived in radical detachment from the goods 

of the world? “Imagine what our country would be like if, today, every Catholic resolved to live 

chastely. We would make an enormous dent in the pornography business; human trafficking 

would be dramatically reduced; families would be significantly strengthened; abortions would 

appreciably decrease.” If everyone decided to live in obedience to the voice of God, “How much 

of the suffering caused by self-preoccupation would be diminished?”i Imagine an end to the war 

in Ukraine, swords turned into plowshares, cities rebuilt, forgiveness extended, justice 

prevailing. “Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 

kid” (Is 11:6a). 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths” (Mt 3:3). As the winter snow falls 

and falls and falls, it is a constant struggle to shovel and to plow so the path remains clear, and 

the roads and parking lots are navigable. So too with our souls. It is hard work. It requires 

constant attention, but it bears such beautiful fruit. 

Preparing the way is not an isolated event that happens merely in advent, it is the work of 

a lifetime. “The coming of God’s Son to earth is an event of such immensity that God willed to 

prepare for it over centuries” (CCC 522). Should we do any less? If God had a centuries long 

view, then our own preparations must look beyond the moment and extend to future generations 

to come. The journey of a thousand miles begins with the first step. We look not to the fault of 

our neighbor, but we look within. Where is the sin, where is the disobedience? How can I repent? 

How can I prepare the way? 

In the parable of the Prodigal Son, the son is mesmerized by the illusion that money buys 

happiness. He wishes his father were dead so that he could be free to spend money as he wishes 

without regard to the needs of the hungry and the poor. The devil has duped him, and he falls far 

from grace. The father lets the prodigal son experience this false freedom that he might truly 

appreciate what is important in life. 

Rebellion only brings misery. When the money is gone, reality sets in. In deep 

humiliation, in painful hunger, wallowing in sin, the prodigal son reflects on all he has lost. He 

has a change of heart. He wants to live in obedience to his father’s will. He repents and returns 

home to acknowledge his sins before his father. Conversion has taken place but with a surprise. 

The father joyfully welcomes his son back. “The beautiful robe, the ring, and the festive banquet 

are symbols of that new life - pure worthy, and joyful - of anyone who returns to God and to the 

bosom of his family, which is the Church. Only the heart of Christ who knows the depths of his 

Father’s love could reveal to us the abyss of his mercy in so simple and beautiful a way” (CCC 

1439). 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” (Mt 3:2). Listening to God, being 

obedient, preparing the way, we experience forgiveness, love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control and God encourages us to share the fruits of the 

spirit with the world. Repentance flows out of the heart of Christ who calls us to share his love 

with others.  

Then instead of squandering our father’s inheritance, we work for justice to bring lasting 

peace. We forgive others as God has forgiven us. We share our time and talents and treasures to 

build the kingdom of heaven. “Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever. 

For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out, and the afflicted when he has no one to help him. 

He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor; the lives of the poor he shall save” (Ps 72:7, 12-

13). 

 
i Bishop Robert Barron, wordonfire.org/articles/barron/what-are-the-laity-supposed-to-be/ 


